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myself went off to the South-Western Hotel to pass
the time in a pre-luncheon drink* Unfortunately*
both my companions had a grievance* and each
aired his own particular one for my benefit* Both
had been ordered abroad at short notice* and one
had recently returned from a tour of foreign
service ; the other owned three half-trained hunters
which he had hoped to train fully during the coming
season, but which had now been left on his
hands* All this was undoubtedly unfortunate ;
but surely you have to make the best of misfor-
tunes of this kind ?
People with grievances are, at the best of
times* difficult to handle* They must have an
audience* and they must impress upon it how
extremely hard hit they have been* The more
sympathy you offer the worse they become* My
own particular case* whilst we were consuming our
drink in the bar of the hotel* was complicated by
the fact that one of my companions was "showing
off"* I was given to understand that he would be
badly missed in one of the leading Shire packs ;
that he rode straight to hounds* and was a horse-
master of no mean ability* I endured this horse-
shop for as long as I was able* and then stated that
I thoroughly disliked the horse* and those who had
anything to do with it* This* as I hoped it would
do* had the desired effect* and we returned almost